The Third Arab-Israeli War

proposal5 calling upon the Security Council to "deplore" the
incidents was vetoed by the Soviet Union on the ground that
the proposal wrongly implied that Syria was to blame for the
Al Fatah incursions. Ic/ael, however, felt the large support for
the six-power proposals represented a rebuke to Syria and a
political and moral victory for hcr.e

In November 1966, Syria and Egypt7 signed a defense pact
which provided that if one of the parties became the victim of
aggression, the other would immediately use all means at its
disposal, including armed forces, to repulse the aggressor. Al-
thougjh this was clearly intended to deter Israel from aggressive
actions, Nasser was not in favour of a military showdown with
her at least until the Arab world was adequately prepared for
war. The Soviet Union too, anxious to avoid a major upheaval
in the Middle East, urged Syrian leaders to restrict the scale
of Arab guerrilla operations against Israel.8

Tension between Syria and Israel had hardly subsided some-
what before a grave crisis developed unexpectedly between
Israel and Jordan. On November 13, 1966, Israel launched her
biggest offensive since Suez against Jordan. A reprisal raid on
a Jordanian frontier village, which had harboured Syrian terro-
rists, escalated into a major conflict Israel contended that her
retaliatory assault was meant to be a warning of her determi-
nation not to allow attacks against her citizens to proceed un-
checked. She also claimed that an attacked state had a rigftt
to defend itself so long as the Security Council did not adopt

, S/7575.
*New York Times, 29 December 1966.
* Egypt and Syria had united together in 1958 to form the United Arab
Republic with Abdel Gamal Nasser as President. This union was ter-
minated on 28 September 1961, by the Syrians who had never been en-
tirely happy under Nasser's leadership. U.S, in World Aff&rs, 196K p. 182.
*New York Times, 23 December 1966.
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